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THE DEMISE OF HIS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR

T is with a profound sense of pain and regret that we have
to announce the passing away of His Majesty the Emperor
of Japam, the sad event taking place at Hayama Palace on

December 25th. His Majesty had been laid up since August, 1926,
with an affection of the brain, which unfortunately proved fatal.

The Crown Prince, Hirohito, became the 124th Emperor at
the moment of the demise of his Imperial father. The era which
is marked by the beginning of the new reign has been designated
“Showa’’ (Enlightenment and Peace). The posthumous name of
His late Majesty will be announced as the Emperor Taisho,
this being taken from the era during which he ruled over Japan.

The coffin bearing the Imperial r ins will be laid in state
in the Chiyoda Castle, the main Imperial Palace in the capital.
The funeral service will be held at the Shinjuku Imperial Garden
at the beginning of February, by which time Prince Chichibu, the
second son of the Emperor, who is now on his way back to Japan
from London, is expected to reach home.

His late Majesty, the 123rd Emperor of Japan, was born at Aoy-
ama Palace on August 31, 1879, According to the family custom,
he was taken away from the palace of his parents when an infant
and placed in charge of Marquis Nakayama, in whose residence
in Tokyo he spent the first six years of his life. In 1887 at the
age of nine he became the Crown Prince. His marriage with the
Pri Sadako, daughter of Prince Kujo, took place on May 10,
1900. He was then 21 years old and his bride one month<short
of 16. To this Imperial couple have been born four sons, the
first born baving now succeeded him as the Ruler of the Empire.
The late Entperer ascended the throne in 1912, when he was 34
years old, and occupied it for 15 years.
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